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MARRIAGE 


THE  tAW  OF  THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  LAW  OF 
THt  LAND 


nr;«  ^1^  .'""?•  P"^''^'n'8  the  revelation  of  Chrmt.  and  the 
principle*  of  religion  and  nioralit.v  which  aiX3  bindin«  from 
G«l  upon  men.  whether  acting  iws  individuals  or  communi- 

?^'  .  J*l  u*^"*  ^  ^''^^r*"  ^^*^"  ^"'th  is  availed,  or  morels 
violated  by  Bubjects  or  by  rulere,  in  to  mako  the  State  bu- 
preine  no  lees  over  muid  than  over  body,  and  to  consecrate 
deepotmm  moet  absolute.  From  Buch  despotism  all  Chris- 
tians instinctively  recoil.    All  hold  the  individual  conscience 

!f<,hf  Tri"?''.:  *""  "^''''  V'^  "PP'"'=  ""  it  be  just  in  the 
Bight  of  God  to  hear  you  rather  than  God,  judge  ye  "    There 

18  but  this  difforence— Non-Catholics  vield  obedience  to      e 
mdividual   consc- .nee    uninstructed  save   by   private    iudk. 
ment    while   Catholics  yield  obedience   to  conscience   in- 
structed by  a  teaching  Church,  which  they  hold  to  be  of 
Lhnst,  indefectible  and  infallible. 

Marriage  a  Sacrament. 

Thai  Christian  marriage  (i.e.,  marriage  between  bap- 
tized persons),  is  really  a  sacrament  of  the  New  Law  in  the 
Bbnct  sense  of  the  word  is  for  all  Catholics  an  indubitable 
truth.  This  doctrine  has  never  been  a  matter  of  dispute 
between  the  Roman  Catholic  and  any  of  the  Oriental 
Churches  separated  from  it— a  convincing  proof  that  it  has 
always  been  part  of  ecclesiastical  tradition,  and  is  derived 
from  the  Apostles.  The  correspondence  (1576-81)  between 
the  Tubingen  professors,  defenders  of  Protestantism,  and 
the  Greek  patriarch,  Jeremias,  is  well  known.  It  termin- 
ated in  the  latter's  indignantly  scoutin;::  the  suggestion  that 
he  could  be  won  over  to  the  doctrine  of  only  two  sacraments, 
and  in  his  solemn  recognition  of  seven  sacraments,  indud- 
mg  marriage,  ae  the  constant  teaching  of  the  Oriental 
Church.  More  than  half  ^  t  otury  later  the  Patriarch  Cyril 
Lucar,  who  had  adopted  the  Calvinietic  doctrine  of  only  two 
sacraments,  was  for  that  reason  publicly  declared  a  heretic 
by  the  Synods  of  Constantinople  in  1638  and  1642,  and  that 


of  Jerusalem  in  1672-«o  finnly  ha.  the  doctrine  of  «,ven 
•acrainenta  an<I  of  rnamage  m  a  wcrament  been  maintained 
by  the  Greek  and  hy  Oriental  theologians  in  general 
♦I,    /VT  *  *«"•«"«'"'.  Hiarriage  come,  umler  the  suth'  lity  of 
the  l-hurch    and  as  a  sacred  contract  between  her  children, 
on  which  their  public  and  private  good  very  much  dep.  nd., 
lolAr!"     .  '^  eogmzance  of  it.     St.  Ignatius  of  Antioch 
(2nd  Century)  in  hi«  letter  to  bt.  Poiycarp,  w-rites  •  "It  ia 
becoming  thas  tJin«€  who  are  engage<l  should    enter   upon 
marriage  at-cordin.   to  \he  judgment  of  the  Bishop,  tiiat  their 
rnamage  may  be  according  to  God.  and  not  i:oording  to 
»     u         ,o  ","  *^'"«^  ^^  <^^"«  t«  ^^«  Potior  of  God."      St 
i>  G^i '  "^  ^*"*y.7)  dissuading  from  marn-ing  ChrietianB 
to  Oenules.  say«:  "As  the  marriage  must  be  8ancti.<ied  by 
the  putting  on  of  the  veil  by  the  priest,  and  by  his  blessing, 
how  can  that  be  called  a  union  where  there  is  no  agreement 
m  faith.       And  St.  John  Chrysostom.  in  the  same  cen JllJy  : 
Wnen  thou  art  .^bout  to  take  a  wife,  read  not  only  the 
awTB  of  those  that  are  wtthout,  but  besides  these,  those  also 
laid  down  amongst  us:  for  by  these,  and  not  by  those,  is 
God  to  judge  thee  in  that  day."    In  order  to  prevent  secret 
marries  with     all    their  evil    consequences,     the   Fourth 
Council  of  the  Lateran  (1215)  pre<K:ribed  the  publication  of 
banns  m  chureh  on  three  successive  days  of  obligation. 

Tht  CIvll-Centrict  Theory  of  Marrligt. 

t..^I^^*^*^**°' ^^^P™**'"^"  <^''"''''  tJ^e  eacramental 
tneory  of  marriage,  made  it  u  civil  contract,  and  dissoluble 
«°y  o^i"  cjvil  contract  by  the  civil  authority  on  conditions 
prescribed  by  it*.elf.  It  thus  denied  its  sanctity,  denied  ite 
ind.Bsolubihty  anc  by  authorizing  not  only  divorce,  but  the 
husband  or  wife  divorced  to  many  again  dming  the  lifetime 
of  ttie  other  party,  it  practically  denied  its  unity,  and  author- 
ized  successive  polygamy."  not  different  in  principle  from 
the  simultaneous  polygamy  as  practised  by  the  Mormons. 

Tl^v  Mnr  '='^'^?°°^«=*  *^?^.<*^  marriage,"  sayn  the  late 
Rev  Morgan  Dix,  Eector  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York  "3 
strictly  m  plf.  -  in  any  system  which  banishes  God  from  the 
world  and  human  life.  It  is  in  oider  ir  rationalij-sd  com- 
mumtiM,  m  societies  which  have  ceased  to  be  CL.-istian 
Some  of  us  are  reproached  -vith  not  being  in  aocoid  with  che 
spirit  of  the  age ;  how  can  we  be,  if  the  spirit  of  the  a«e  and 
Its  movemente  are  practically  atheistic?  To  induce  men  to 
ignore  God  s  word  and  reject  His  law,  to  show  men  how  to 
do  without  Gc      18  the  avo.ed  aim  of  the  pdvanced  thinker 

?nl^tn  t^/K*^^      '  TTu*?'  "^^'^^  "  »  ''»•  '1  «>°tract  only, 
ipi's  in  with  the  rest  o*  bis  programme. 


"Unfortunately  we  cannot  stop  at  that.       The  truth 

lviT.tS^  an  out.^wth  from  tf.e  principle,  which  form  the 
evil  .Mie  of  Protestantism.  There  can  be  no  doubt  a.  t«  the 
geneuM  of  tins  abomination.  I  quote  the  languag*.  of  the 
EpBconal)  Bishop  of  Maine  :  'Laxity  of  opinion  aTul  t^ach- 
lag  on  .he  Batredne«  of  the  marriage    bond    and  on  -.he 

.mental  Europe  in  the  sixteenth  century.  It  «oon  began 
to  appear  m  the  egi«lation  of  Protestant  StaU-s  on  that^n- 
tinent    and  nearly  at  the  same  time  to  affect  the  law.  of 

«!!.  1^  .  ■  ^""^  ^"^  *^**  *''"«  to  tJie  present  it  has 
prooeeded  from  one  decree  to  another  in  thie  country  until 

affected  by  New  Englwid  opmions  and  ueases,  the  Christian 
conception  f  the  nature  and  obligation  of^e  marriage  bond 
flSL'^'i!'^-^'?  *°?  «*oognition  ill  legislation,  or.  as  must 
mu^  •'  #"^'  i°  ^^'  P^y^nng  sentiment  of  the  com- 
TJ^5\  V  ^  *  ^^"y*"^'  ^™  ""^  ^'•®*i  o^  ^e  thought  as 
t^!f  i^  'bT^^  '*  '^J^^  °"*«^'"'«  °^  ^^^  habit  of  inter- 
pretmg  the  Bible  ac<«ordmg  to  ir..a's  private  judgment,  re- 
jecting ecclesiastical  authority  and  CathoUc  triwlition  "— 
(Lectures  on  the  Calling  of  a  Christian  Woman.) 

Th«  Ottrt*  "Nt  Ttmirt." 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  ralidity  of  the 
iramage  contract  should  in  every  case  be  so  assured  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  doubt.  It  is  of  primary  importtenoe. 
therefore  that  the  provisions  affecting  it  should  in  all  oases 
be  well  known.  And  yet  it  is  difficult,  as  things  are  to 
avoid  jnoranc©  in  a  matter  rendered  so  confusing  and  «>ra- 
plwatad  by  the  differences  of  the  legislation  adopted  in 
different  pa-^s  of  the  world.  This  pcvint  of  view  was  noticed 
m  '  lesdini  article  in  the  London  Times  of  Februaiy  18, 
1911.  ■  '  «,  not  very  creditable,  as  one  sees  when  one 
talf«s  a  la  view  of  things,  that  we  are  in  these  days  of 
enUghtenm.  .'it,  in  a  condition  of  greater  confusion  in  regard 
to  the  f(H>d*fl3ental  sooir'  institution  than  was  the  world 
ip.T.  T  e  tudlessly  diverse  marriage  lawis  of 
a.  t.ie  variety  to  be  found  on  th  Jon- 
the  »ame  oountiy,  the  differences  which 
'»-.J  Kingdom  and  iii  our  C^'onies — these 
•eproach  to  our  time,  whether  they  indicate 
or  perplexity,  or  indifference  in  matters  than 
f  more  consequence." 
rhe  Timet  article  was  probably  not  aware 
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that  It  wa«  ,.rpci«>ljr  to  removo  thi-ii,'  di.a<lvanta«r».  in  m 
iym  t\uyuTom  .'mm  the  U«^  of  tho  Churvh,  which  lap^ 
of  time  and  aiu-red  ...nditior*  of  society  hn<|  K.n<ier«l T^ 
Hnt.«fart.,ry_that  it  wa«  proei«.|y  to  pron.ot.^  and ^^  re 
umfomi.ty  «,  far  a.  {Kmibl..,  that  the  Decree  "No  Temere" 

in  tho  Catj,,..,..  Chnr.  I.,  and  on  tho^.-  who  have  br^n  oon- 
vort.atoif  from    h<.,   „v  or    «<.|,i«m,  who  desiro    t«  mnr.-v 
to  do  w,  ir.  tho  pnwonc-o  of  tho  parish  prio«f,  or  tho  Onlinurv 
of  tho  placo  m  whioh  the  mnrriaRo  •.  to  \u>  cl.l.rat^S        H 
the  marriago  m  nob  w.lomnizod  in  th.  j.ro^-n.-o  of  tho  p-insh 

^o.d.       On  the  othor  hand,    if  noithor  of  tho  contrnrtinB 

pan,o«  p  a  CatholK-,  f.ho  ChMr,',  rooo^niz^  the  marn".^o  n5 

aW  wherever  .t  may  be  o..:     ...ted.     The  n.Io  i«  perffot^ 

w"irtho  r„,»  1  T  '  ""1""^  '"T-"  ""^"P*  '"  n'H'ordanc^ 
Z  I  r„*^  '"'  '"""•  "  'r**'*""  ♦^"'  "'■'•"'•  fontraetinK  party 
be  a    Cathohe  or  not.       But  No,..Catholic«  who    contmct 

SSic'fr^'^"  ^^^  '-''"'  ^""''  *«  ''^-^  «^'« 

The  Decree  n.,'ote  and  remove*  moHt  of  the  difficulties 
anmng  rom  tho  Tri<lentino  law.  Tfc  recoRnize«  the  validitT 
2!,''r":'i\-  ."^""*  marriacjf*.  It  provider  a  simple  rnle 
£.nfn^"*',■ .  J*  rnakos  the  conditions  of  v.liditv  quite  in- 
dependent  of  the  domicile  of  the  contracting;  partiei.  It  m 
not  retroactive  and  bo  doe«  not  affect  marriaRP*  contracted 
before  the  1  '-  day  of  April.  1008.  It  wa*  S  ena^l  in 
deference  to  th.  laws  of  Q.iebeo,  nor  in  cont^-mpt  of  those  of 
t)ntano    and  it  does  not  pretend  bo  relieve  Catholic«  anv- 

wl'f^Jr'"".''^"'^  '•r°^-"''"^'^  ^'^^  '^i^"  '»^  regulatinp  mar- 
riage fo-  certain  evil  effect*,  though  they  must'  .t  consider 

menr'^T'?"*^'^*  ^  "omething  distinct  fm  he  sacra- 
ment  for  the  two  are  inseparable.   To  every  Cat      >c  it  says 

ihinl  "Whin  ^"'"^li'^u'"'*'^  ^*-  •^°^"  Chrysc^m  in  t>he 
f  hi  ■  /  fu  ^^"^l  '^  *^"*  ♦«  ^^^^  "  «i^<*'  ^^  "ofc  only 
the  law^  of  those  that  are  uithout,  but  besides  the*>o.  those 
also  laid  down  aniongst>  us:  for  by  these,  and  not  by  those. 
IB  God  to  judge  thee  in  that  day." 

Unprlnclpltd  and  Intolarant  Critics. 

The  attitude  towards  the  "Ne  Temere"  of  the  so-called 

Evangelical  0hurche«"-w<ho6e     learned    divines,  by  the 

Zv  3^" V^^p^^^f  "«^  ^i^h  almost  as  much  freedom  a« 

Uhey  do  tJie  Pope-(see  evidence  in  the  Workman  heresy 

^iii;.  Th"^"''^*T°'."°P""°'P'«^  «'<i  intolerant 
cnticiBm.     They  are  condemning  and  protesting  against  it 


I 


j 


beoaime-  tint,  tJ.at  it  ii*  in  oppcwition  to  the  law  of  tho  land 
•na^much  m  it  lU'chnn  w-mi,,  i,iarria««  coiitraoU^  in  m- 
..>n  ,HK-..  fierowith  I,>  bo  invalid ;  -...„,<lly.  that  it  dimaly 
lt.ul  i„  th<-  eiwo  „f  inixt-d  r.r,ima««.8.  to  the  n-pudialion  o( 
inoml  obl.Kation^  which  have  k',..!  b^-I  unly  d  !.  dlv 
undertaken.  Th.y  -appeal  ...  the  Oover,,'.  ..al  i,;,'  r 
Hevyal  p.t>v,nco«.  t<>  enact,  if  not  already  in  ..wt^nce.  and 
enfo.v..  m.eh  mea-urr*  an  «ha!i  forever  confim.  th«  vali^Jity 
o«  nmrnag.>,  du ly  «olo,nniz..l  acco«li.  g  to  law,  and  thor  bv 
iVHist  arul  (•hw'.k  th.*e  foreign  aKj,T,^8iors.  and  q.ii«.t  ail 
jkMdjij.  on  the  part  of  the  citizen*  of  oiu-  Domiiuon  in  thi« 

This  i«,  surely,  a  curious  ground  of  con<lenniation  to  bo 
taken  up  by  the  "EvanKolical  Churchi*"  in  Canada  or  ol«<i- 
wfier.' :  I  th.-  incoimisfc,.ncy  and  hypocrisy  of  their  nrotewta. 
t.o.m  >s  a.v.-rly  exploits!  by  "A  Scottish  IVesbyterian"  in  a 
oi .  *■  I?  **  ''"•'>''•»""»  (reprint*.-<l  ii  Public  Opinion,  April 
^i).     He  says  in  part : — 

"Frequently  Pre».byt*rian  Chui  '.  Courts  have 
found  thoiuBelves  in  op|xwition  to  the  law  of  the  land. 
lJui.ng  the  Ten  yearv'  conflict'  the  Church  of  Scotland 
wapod  a  war  against  tb.-  law  of  the  land-but  th«  fact) 
of  that  ,T)poBition  could  never  bo  condemned  by  a 
ti,'*'><.  Free  Pre«*bytery. 

'n  recent  time  the  United  Free  Church  has  been 

lhn^I;hf'.'?T  \^^  ''^^  °^  "^^  land -but  it  never 
thought  that  such  oppcHition  was  anything  but  a  matter 
of  conscience  and  ngho  on  its  part.  Yet  it  condemns  the 
onurch  of  Rome  for  similar  opposition.  The  second 
cause  of  condemnation  is  weaker  still,  for  there  is  no 
evidence,  as  Professor  Martin  pointed  out.  that  tthe 
Church  of  Rome  sought  to  undermine  the  moral  re- 
sponsibilitjes  incurred  by  those  who  marry  according  to 
rites  other  than  those  of  the  Roman  Churdh.  AH  that 
tho  Church  of  Rome  has  done  is  to  declare  the  law  of 
marriage  according  to  which  discipline  shall  be  main- 
tamed  withm  her  communion.  It  is  but  a  matter  which 
18  withm  the  jurisdiction  of  every  Church— a  matter  of 
domestic  policy,  with  which  there  is  no  call  for  other 
Churches  to  mterfere. 

"If  the  Church  of  Rome  has  set  hereelf  in  opposi- 
tion tc  the  law  of  the  land,'  so  have  other  Church 
includmg  those  who  now  condemn  her.  The  Anglicar. 
Church  has  one  law  regarding  marriage  with  a  deceased 
wife  s  sister,  and  the  State  has  another  law— yet  the 
Presbyteries  of  Presbyterian  Churches  have  not  con 


demned  the  Church  of  England  for  this  opposition  to 
the  law  of  the  State.  The  Church  of  Scotland  and  the 
United  Free  Church  have  a  common  standard,  the 
Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  and  its  terms  are 
clear  that  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister  is 
illegal — 'nor  can  siuoh  incesituouB  marriages  ever  be 
made  lawful  hy  any  law  of  man. '  That  is  still  the  law 
of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Scotland,  though  min- 
isters have  been  relieved  from  fears  of  legal  processes 
should  they  oflBciate  at  such  marriages.  Thus  on  a 
matter  of  marriage  laws  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in 
Scotland  are  at  variance  with  the  law  of  the  State,  and 
yet  they  condemn  the  Church  of  Rome  for  its  marriage 
laws  being  at  variance  with  the  law  of  the  State. 

"There  are  indeed  matters  regarding  which  such 
opposition  is  inevitable.  The  law  of  the  Church  ex- 
presses the  ideal;  but  the  State  legislates  for  the  im- 
perfect realisation  of  the  ideal  in  an  imperfect  world. 
The  Church  of  Rome  has  ever  held  up  a  high  ideal  of 
marriage  as  a  sacramental  ordinance.  'Those  who, 
otherwise  than  in  the  presence  of  the  parisih  priest 
and  in  the  presence  of  two  or  three  witnesses,  shall 
attempt  to  contract  matrimony,  the  Holy  Synod  rendere 
altogether  incapable  of  contracting  marriage,  and  de- 
crees that  contracts  of  this  kind  are  mill  and  void' — 
thus  the  Council  of  Trent.  'Only  those  marriages  are 
valid  which  are  contracted  before  the  parish  priest,  or 
the  ordinary  of  the  place,  or  the  priest  delegated  by 
either  of  them,  and  at  least  two  witnesses  .  .  .' — 
thus  the  decree  'Ne  Temere.'  'The  above  laws  are  bind- 
ing on  all  persons  baptized  in  the  Catholic  Church,'  ex- 
plains the  decree.  .  .  'Non-Catholics,  whether  bap- 
tized or  unbaptized,  who  contract  among  themselves, 
are  nowhere  bound  to  observe  the  Catholic  form  of  be- 
trothal or  marriage.' 

"What  the  Church  of  Rome  declares  is  the  law  of 
marriage  for  those  within  its  own  commimity.  It  has 
done  this  in  the  exercise  of  its  full  spiritual  independ- 
ence. In  doing  so  it  is  in  opposition  to  the  law  of  the 
land ;  but  in  that  position  it  stands  by  the  side  of  the 
Anglican  Church  and  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in 
their  own  degree.  It  is  a  grim  irony  to  find  Churches 
which  are  upholders  of  spiritual  independence  con- 
demning the  Church  of  Rome  for  her  exercise  of  spir- 
itual independence.  The  solemn  resolutions  of  Presiby- 
teries    in    Scotland    condemning    the    exercise  of  its 


spiritual  independence  on  the  part  of  the  Church  of 
Home  provide  an  instructive  spectacle. 

"The  epirib  of  ecclesiastics  is  the  same  in  all  the 
generations.  Each  sect  has  claimed  freedom  for  itself 
and  denied  it  to  others.  In  no  country  have  the  claims 
of  spiritual  independence  been  pitched  higher  than  by 
Churches  in  Scotland ;  in  no  country  have  greater  sacri- 
fices been  made  for  its  realization.  But  the  old  Bpirit 
which  claimed  freedom  for  itself  and  denied  it  to  othere 
IS  not  yet  dead.  It  survives  in  the  action  of  those  who 
stir  up  excitement  regarding  a  Church  laying  down  the 
marriage  laws  for  its  own  members.  Every  Church  has 
the  right  to  formulate  the  terms  on  which  admission  is 
given  to  its  membersihip. 

"The  Protestantism  which  is  continually  demon- 
strating its  'godly  attitude  towards  the  Papacy.'  and 
continually  raising  the  cry  'We  are  betrayed,'  is  a  Pro- 
testantism no  longer  assured  of  its  own  strength." 

The  Decree  Enforced. 

The  scope  and  intent  of  the  Decree  "Ne  Temere"  in 
regard  to  mixed  marriages,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to 
be  enforced  in  the  case  of  an  offending  Catholic,  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Church,  not  your  Synods,  Presbyteries,  Assem- 
blies, or  Conferences  will  determine  and  decide.  In  this 
connection  the  Dublin  Revieio  (April,  1911)  points  out  that 
the  duty  of  an  erring  Catholic  "is  simply  to  make  right  what 
was  wrong— not  to  do  a  further  wrong.  He  ought  in  the  firet 
place,  to  have  married  according  tio  the  Catholic  form,  to 
have  observed  the  conditions  required  by  his  Church '  as 
essential  to  the  validity  of  his  marriage,  and  to  have  secured 
that  the  children  of  his  marriage  sbould  be  educated  in  his 
faith.  Having  omitted  to  do  so  at  the  outset,  he  ought,  on 
discovering  that  his  marriage  was  regarded  as  invalid  by  the 
Church,  or  on  desiring  to  do  what  was  right  according  to  her 
teaching,  to  make  good  his  omissions.  The  simplest  way 
in  a  case  of  this  kind  is  undoubtedly  bo  supply  what  was 
omitted  in  the  beginning,  namely,  to  go  through  the  form 
of  marriage  in  a  Catholic  Churdh.  But  this  entails  the  con- 
currence of  the  Non-Catholic  party,  and  where  this  is  re- 
fused, other  means  must  be  found  to  make  mattere  right. 
The  Church  provides  for  these  'hard'  cases,  and  the  condition 
Which  was  laid  down  by  general  legislation  as  essential  for 
the  validity  of  the  marriage  can  be  waived  in  particular 
cases  by  a  dispensation  of  the  same  Supreme  Authority, 
provided,  of  couree.  that  the  consent  of  the  contracting 
parties  to  the  marriage  still  holds  good.     By  a  legal  fiction 


the  muriage  is  regarded,  for  all  practical  purpoees  as  if  it 
had  been  validly  solemnized  from  the  outset.  In  this  way 
the  Ohurch  makes  it  easy  for  her  erring  children,  who  are 
teu  y  repentant  and  deeire  to  do  right,  to  do  6o  without  in- 
flicting any  mjury  on  those  t«  whom  they  are  legally  tied 
With  regard  to  the  children,  in  the  same  way  she  only  aeks 
that  the  Catholic  parent  will  endeavour  in  so  far  as  i*s  pos- 
sible to  repair  all  omissions,  and  to  see  to  it  that  they  are 
brought  up  as  CathoHcs."  "^ 

Not  Worrying. 

Catholic  are  not  in  the  least  perturbed  by  the  present 
^hibition  of  mock-heroics  in  unstable  pulpits  and  an  un- 
friendly press.  What  Newman  said,  viewing  a  similar  dis- 
play, sixty  years  ago,  may  be  aptly  repeated  tc-day :  "You 
will  not  be  able  to  silence  your  opponents;  do  not  be  surprised 
at  It;  that  will  nob  show  that  they  do  not  secretly  respect 
you.  Men  move  in  parties ;  what  shows  on  the  surface  is 
no  index  of  what  is  felt  within.  When  they  have  made  as- 
sertione,  they  cannot  withdraw  them,  the  shame  is  so  great  • 
so  they  go  on  blustering,  and  wishing  themselves  out  of  the 
awkward  position  in  which  they  stand.  Truth  is  great;  a 
blow  IS  Ptruck  within  them  :  they  are  Unnerved  by  the  secret 
comeiousness  of  failure;  they  are  angry  with  themselves; 
and  though  they  do  not  like  you  at  all  the  better  for  it,  they 
will  be  more  cautious  another  time.  They  speak  less  con- 
fidentily  henceforth;  or,  even  if  they  harden  themselves, 
and  are  as  bold  as  before,  others  do  not  go  with  them ;  public 
opinion  does  not  respond  to  them ;  and  a  calumny,  which  at 
first  was  formidable,  falls  on  closed  hearts  and  unwilling 
ears,  and  takes  no  root  in  the  community  at  large." 


